1898                              GREAT BRITAIN I886-I935
the United States, Chamberlain's influence on British-American re-
lations was wholly salutary in these years. It was largely through his
influence that the dangerous Venezuela incident was peaceably
arranged. It was again he who stood on guard against the powerful
influences which sought to draw the British Government to the
Spanish side in the Spanish-American war of 1898. It was in these
days a cherished belief of the German Emperor that war was inevitable
between Great Britain and the United States, and he looked hopefully
to the prospect of seeing the Anglo-Saxons so much occupied in
destroying each other that they would for a long time be innocuous
in Europe. To find the British Government deaf to his suggestions
of European intervention to save the Spanish monarchy from defeat
was therefore a severe shock to him ; and he was only with difficulty
persuaded by his advisers that Germany could do no tiling without
British co-operation and would only inflame American opinion
without helping Spain if she indulged in empty protests. The
Queen of Spain wrote imploring letters to Queen Victoria who
passed them on to the Prime Minister with negative results, Great
Britain assumed the protection of American subjects in Spanish juris-
diction ; the story went round that a British squadron had shown
marked sympathy with the Americans in contrast to a German wliich
was supposed to have shown an unfriendly disposition. The Spaniards
alleged that in dealing with contraband and refuelling the British had
shown preference to American over Spanish ships. This was formally
denied, but it was true that Salisbury's Government had set its face
against European intervention, and, when the war ended, there was
a serviceable improvement in British-American relations which had
been somewhat clouded in the previous years. In all this Chamberlain
was a good arid useful influence.
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